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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

I would like to introduce myself. My name is Steve Belick and I’m your new 
president. It is an honor and pleasure to serve you in this capacity. Some of 
you may remember my parents, Steve and Gerry Belick, as members of this 
organization back in the 1980s. 

Many thanks to Dale Skillicom, our outgoing president, who served SACO for 
the past three years. He really did a great job of keeping this organization 
together and running smoothly. Dale is currently our temporary vice 
president. Dale, his wife Jan, and family, have played major roles in putting 
our functions together and making them successes. I also thank the other 
SACO officers, Gerri Heebner, Nina Matulich and June Zupan, for helping and 
coordinating at all SACO events. All of us are volunteers and couldn't do this 
job without everyone's assistance. 

Kantduri, musicians from the island of Brae, came to Watsonville on February 
13 th , and we had a great time listening to them and eating an abundance of 
excellent food. Their performance started a little late due to a hazardous drive 
in bad weather, but they gave it their all and sang longer than we expected to 
a huge crowd of over 100 members. We can thank Nina Matulich for initiating 
this event. 


Goodbye and hope to see you at the Lamb and Macaroni Dinner on May 7 


th 


Steve Belick 


THANK YOU! 

for all the delicious sandwiches, cookies, cakes 
and finger food from the following: 


Karen Belick 
Ann Cernokus 
Franv Colendich 
Lena Derpich 
Nita Gizdich 


Babe Hill 
Geri Heebner 
Antoinette Luknch 
Mary Ann Kristich 
Nina Matulich 


Helen Ukestad 
Jacqueline Zadravec 
Slavica Zalac 
June Zupan 
Mary Ann Scurich 
Marjorie and Isabelle 
Secondo 


Ann Miljas 
Georgia O'Hoppe 
Frances Osorio 
Jo Puhera 
Nevenka Radich 

Please forgive me if a name was left out 
and let me know. 


Payless Carpets 



1010 Freedom Boulevard 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
Phone: 722-7199 

FAX: 722-7204 

Andy and Pat Gulermovich, owners 


John Basur 

woridwFde travel 

Airlines / Tours / Cruises / Trains/Hotel & Car Reservations 


Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m 


l >48 K. Lake Avc. 

“East Lake Village" 

Watsonville, CA 95076 

728-7766 

Prijevodi, pisanjc i ovjere dokumenta, garaneije, ltd. 




















You and your guests are invited to 


SACO's 

LEG OF T. ATVrei & 



Sunday, May 7, 2000 

Watsonville Woman's Club 
12 Brennan Street 

3:00 - Social Hour 
4:30 - Dinner 

Adults $12/ Under 12 $5 
Toddlers free 


Volunteers requested. 

If you can help set up, work at the bar, 
Serve and/or clean up, 

Please let Steve know at 662-3859. 

Paid-reservations must be received by: Thursday, May 4 th . 
Please MAIL checks and make payable to: 
SACO. 

P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville, CA 95077 

Also: please let Nina know if you'll be 
bringing Desserts and/or Raffle Prizes. 

WE'LL NEED BOTH! 

724-7941 











































Early Pajaro Valley Pioneers 

The following two biographies were provided some time ago and were 
written, about 1912_for a publication featuring leading locaLcitizens. 
Note that at the time, Irene and Lucille Strazicich were in high school. 

If you have materiaLabout the history oOocaLfamilies. please get. it to 
us and. we will put it in the Kalifornski .as time and space allow. 


ANDREW STRAZICICH. 

Unqualified commendation is deserved by the man who through his own honest 
efforts overcomes all impediments and presses steadily onward to the goal of pros¬ 
perity. Such a one is Andrew Strazicich, a prominent member of the Dalmatian 
colony of fVatsonville and one of the city’s substantial business men. He was born in 
Austria in 1872 and was reared on a farm, forming habits of industry and thrift 
which constitute the basis of success in every vocation in life. Following the example 
of his two brothers, he came to Watsonville as a young man, arriving in this city in 
1891, and like them was handicapped by lack of funds and ignorance of the language 
and customs of the American people. He spent four days in Watsonville and then 
went to work for his cousin, who was the proprietor of the Saddle Rock Restaurant 
on Pacific avenue in Santa Cruz. J 

On his return to Watsonville Mr. Strazicich formed a partnership -with his 
brother George, who had built the Railroad Exchange Hotel on Walker street. They 
were associated for nine years in the conduct of one of the pioneer hotels of this 
district and the subject of this sketch then acquired control of the California Res¬ 
taurant on Main street, which he operated for four years. He next became owner of 
the City Grocery, also located on Main street, and now conducts a similar store at the 
corner of West Lake avenue and Walker street. Since establishing his hom^ in Watson¬ 
ville, Mr. Strazicich has always been in business for himself and manifests the 
executive force, the keen sagacity and progressive spirit which characterizes the 
members of this family. He has firm faith in the future of the city and has made 
judicious investments in local real estate. 

Mr. Strazicich has four children: Lena, who was graduated from the More¬ 
land Notre Dame Academy at Watsonville, after which she completed a commercial 
course, and is now a member of the clerical force of the Pajaro Valley Mercantile 
Company; Angela, who also finished her education in the Moreland Notre Dame 
Academy at Watsonville; and Irene and Lucille, both of whom are high school 
students. 

Mr. Strazicich is identified with the Fraternal Order of Eagles and acts as 
secretary of the local lodge of the National Croatian Society of America, which 
maintains its headquarters in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. It has fifty thousand mem¬ 
bers and is one of the largest and strongest foreign societies in the United States. 
Mr. Strazicich organized the Watsonville lodge of this organization, which now has 
eighty members, and its affairs are in a very prosperous condition. He is a self- 
made man who has made the most of his opportunities, and a life of industry 
integrity and usefulness has earned for him the respect, confidence and goodwill 
of his fellow citizens- 








GEORGE STRAZICICH. 


A native of Dalmatia, George Strazicich has had an adventurous career, visiting 
many parts of the world and thus broadening his outlook upon life. A spirit of 
self-reliance, a hopeful disposition, intelligence and ambition were his youthful patri¬ 
mony and with these he has worked and won. He is one of the pioneer hotel men of 
Watsonville and the owner of much valuable property in the city, which numbers 
him among its builders and promoters. 

George Strazicich was born in Austria, January 8, 1861, and his home was in a 
seaport whose climatic conditions were similar to those of Watsonville, the principal 
products of the farms in the vicinity being figs, olives, grapes and other varieties 
of fruit. After finishing his studies he followed the life of a sailor, going to Russian 
ports on the Black sea and to many other European countries. In 1876, when a boy of 
fourteen, he landed in New York harbor but returned to his native country in order 
to see his mother, arriving there at the time of the war with Turkey. He served 
on the battleship Albrect, also with the land forces, and received from the Austrian 
government a medal of honor, which he prizes very highly, as it was bestowed by the 
emperor, Franz Joseph. 

On April 1,-1886, Mr. Strazicich arrived in the city of Santa Cruz, California, 
with but a few dollars in his pocket, joining his brother and sister, who had preceded 
him to this country. He obtained a job as a ditch digger for the Santa Cruz Gas 
Company, afterward working in a lime kiln and later as cook for the crew of 
seventy-five men employed in the Santa Cruz Tannery. In November, 1886, he came 
to Watsonville and for six months worked in a restaurant. On the expiration of that 
period he started in business for himself. Securing a location on Main street, he 
opened the second restaurant in the town. As soon as he was established in business 
Mr. Strazicich wrote to his boyhood sweetheart, a college graduate, who was then 
engaged in teaching, asking her to join him, and they were married here in 1889. 
She was the first woman to come from Dalmatia to Watsonville and three years later 
another one of her countrywomen arrived in the city. 

Learning that the Southern Pacific Railroad contemplated building a branch line 
from Watsonville Junction to Santa Cruz, Mr. Strazicich bought two lots, one hundred 
by one hundred and twenty feet, opposite the site of the new station-on Walker street, 
paying five hundred dollars for the property, on which he erected a building thirty 
by forty feet in dimensions and two and a half stories in height, naming it the 
Railroad Exchange Hotel. He operated a bar in connection with the hotel and 
five years later built an addition fifty feet in depth. At that time the Spre'ckels 
interests constructed a sugar factory near Watsonville and Mr. Strazicich boarded the 
men who worked in the plant, also securing laborers for the factory and the apple 
orchards. After he had improved the property and made it valuable he bought a 
lot sixty by one hundred and twenty-five feet on the corner of Walker street and West 
Lake avenue. Here he erected his present hotel, the Railroad Exchange an'd this was 
the first building on Walker street, which at that time was only a cow pasture. He 
also owns the Spreckels home, which he bought after the Watsonville sugar factory 
was abandoned and the new plant was erected near Salinas. He has done much to 
improve his city and for a time was also the proprietor of the Sugar Beet Hotel at 
Riverside, California. 

Mr. Strazicich's first wife-died eighteen years after their marriage, leaving 
four sons: Nicholas, who is living in San Jose; George Jr., who is associated with 
his father in the hotel business; John, a resident of Colusa county, California; and 
Emil. To the second union have been born two daughters, Elizabeth and May,, aged 
respectively fourteen and thirteen years. Mr. Strazicich formed the Austrian-Ameri¬ 
can Society of Watsonville, an organization that has been of great benefit to the 
working man. He brought to this country from- Dalmatia. three* nephews; apd two 
nieces, whom .he reared and educated, and is noted for his generous, unselfish nature 
and genial qualities. His prosperity has been honorably won and worthily used, and 
his friends are legion. 






Fundraiser For The Medical Treatment Expenses For Josip Bratos 


Josip Bratos was bom in 1970 in Dubrovnik, Croatia. On September 14, 1999, the 
day before his 29th birthday, he was diagnosed with cancer on his left leg (osteosarcoma 
partis proximalis tibiae sin, fractura pathologica tibiae sin.). This is the second time he has 
had to fight cancer. At the age of eight Josip was treated for cancer on the lip and had 
chemotherapy every two months for two years. At the age of ten the disease went in 
remission, and he grew up a healthy young man. Josip achieved his dream of becoming a 
pilot. He is a commercial pilot with Croatia Airlines. But, now, suddenly, cancer has 
struck him again. 

Due to lack of medical equipment for the treatment in Croatia, and a very 
uncertain prognosis, he was forced to go for medical help out of the country, into 
neighboring Austria. Josip was admitted at the University Clinic of Vienna, Austria in 
October 1999. He had a chemotherapy treatment, which went well, but unfortunately had 
to have surgery and an implant in his left leg. Josip had an operation on his leg on 
December 14, 1999 and his postoperative recovery is going well. He is undergoing 
chemotherapy treatments and physical therapy at the same hospital. He is very optimistic 
and hopes that he will be able to walk again within a few months. As soon as he gets well 
enough he will return back to Zagreb, Croatia to continue therapy which can be done 
there. 


His medical insurance does not cover any of the expenses for these treatments out 
of the country, so, he is obligated to pay for the surgery and the treatments which can not 
be done in Croatia, by himself. The estimated cost for the surgery and the chemotherapy 
treatments is 520,000 German marks, which is approximately $260,000. He asked for 
help from rhe County of Konavle, Dubrovnik, Croatia. A fund-raising committee was 
formed to organize activities to raise money for his cause. His employer, Croatia Airlines 
gave a substantial amount of money. The County of Konavle, so far, has been able to 
raise 25,000 German marks, aproximately $12,500. 

Josip has relatives and friends in California who would like to ask you for help. 
There is an account open at Monterey Bay Bank in Watsonville (acct. # 01-01-26221) in 
his name in care of John and Jelka Basor and Martin Lasic. Please make checks out to 
Josip Bratos. You can deposit a check directly into the account or mail it to Jelka Basor, 
Adriatic Travel Agency, 948 East Lake Ave., Watsonville, CA 95076. If you would like 
to get more information about this, you can call John or Jelka Basor at Adriatic Travel 
Agency in Watsonville, at 1 800 488 7565. 

Your donation will be greatly appreciated by Josip and his family. 










IN MEMORIUM 



Nicholas L. Kralj 

March 24 , 2000 
66 years old 
Watsonville 
Husband of Clara Kralj 



Mary F. Gurkovich 

December 27. 1999 
San Jose 
Aunt of 

Maryann Bulich Schnitter 
and Stephanie Bulich 


Duquesne University Tamburitzans 
will perform at the Mountain View 
Center for the Performing Arts at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 25th. 

Tickets are $17. Cali (650) 903-6000 for 
more details. (Thanks to Ann Cernokus 
for informing us of this great opportunity.) 

DALMATIAN SINGERS FROM 
THE ISLE OF BRAC 

On Sunday, February 13th. 106 
persons were entertained and 
joyfully enjoyed the singing group 
Kantaduri Dalmatinska Klara. The 
singers commented that SACO was 
one of the best responsive audiences 
that they had performed for while 
in California. 


CROATIAN STUDENT 
SEEKING ASSISTANCE 

A former exchange student in our area, Matija Bozicevic, 
is studying Hospitality Management & International 
Business in Dubrovnik at the American College of 
Management and Technology. He was chosen for and 
completed an internship program at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Beaver Creek, Colorado. Before he left the USA 
In 1977, he was accepted at San Jose State University and 
at Menlo College. He wasn't able to take advantage of 
these opportunities because of lack of funds. Scholarships 
for international students are few and difficult to find. 

He hasn’t given up his dream of being able to complete 
his education here where the educational opportunities 
and experience in his field are optimal. This is his second 
home! He needs financial assistance in the form of a 
scholarship, grant, work-study or loan to be able to 
transfer to San Jose State for Fall 2000. A talented young 
man, he has varied work experience including teaching 
sailing. He's a championship world class sailor, having 
competed around the world and is looking into that area for 
possible financial aid. 

If anyone has any ideas about how to help, or can help 
Matija, please call Sandi Spanfelner at (831) 438-3353. 

Lost and Found 

l wooden decorated bowl. 

Please call Nina (724-7971) 
to redeem. 





O 


9:30 - 5:30 7 Days per week 

^Resetor ^Barber 




465 Main St., Watsonville. CA 

Tom - Doza - Harold - Kyle 

TOM GUGALE - Owner/Stylist 
Se Habla Espanol 



SCURICH 

Insurance Services 


320 East Lake Ave. Watsonville 

722-3541 

1-800-320-3666 


THahtu ttamck 

FORD,.. LINCOLN,.. MERCURY... me. 

550 AUTO CENTER DRIVE 
WATSONVILLE, CA 95076-3728 
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CALENDAR 



Happy 

Mothers 

Day 


No Paper? 

If someone you know is not receiving the KALI F0RNSK1. 
please let us know. We publish this for you. the member¬ 
ship, and would like each of you to have the opportunity 
to keep in touch with SACO. Contact us at Rapid Offset 
Printing. 22 East Lake Avenue. Watsonville. CA 95076 - 
724-2900. 

Dale Skillicorn and Janet (Pelieh) Justus-Skillicorn 


Leg of Lamb 
Dinner 

Watsonville Woman's Club 
Sunday, May 7 th 


Mothers. Day 

Sunday, May 14 tn 


Memorial Day 

Monday, May 29 th 



Support our advertisers. 
They help support SACO. 
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THE SLA VIC-AMERICAN' 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville. CA. S5077 




Ann Backovich 
21 Jefferson Street 
Watsonville, CA 95076 


DATED MATERIAL - Please Rush. 























